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To our valued friends, 

The past year the Greensboro Children’s Museum has gone through more loop-de-loops than an amusement 
park rollercoaster. 2018-2019 was a year for the GCM record books, and the 2019-2020 fiscal year was 
tracking to zoom right past our prior year’s successes – and then came COVID-19. 

I remember vividly the confusion in the days leading up to our eventual first closure in mid-March. The GCM 
board Executive Committee and I would meet to discuss the potential impact of the virus as it moved its way 
closer and closer to Greensboro. I remember our Board Chair, Tom Guerreri and I’s conversation distinctly, and 
the gravity I felt when he predicted (correctly) that we were weeks away from a government mandated closure. I 
remember locking the doors and thinking, “we’ll see you in a few weeks…”. 

Now, almost a year later those doors are still locked but what the Museum has accomplished in the interim, and 
how we’ve persevered, is a personal point of pride, and it should be for you too. I write often that Greensboro 
Children’s Museum would not exist without the community that exists behind it, and 2019-2020 was a year that 
proved that once again. 

Like 2020, this Annual Report will feel a little different. Our last fiscal year was framed by COVID, but I hope 
you will see in these pages that COVID wasn’t what defined it. We had many successes, like shifting our pro-
gram delivery to a fully digital experience, many things to celebrate, such as reaching our fundraising goals 
because of people like you, much to mourn, like the shuttering of the Musuem to the public not once but twice, 
and even more to look forward too, things we will share in the next few pages!

I promise, we will see you soon. Until then, I hope the memories of GCM’s past and the excitement for GCM’s 
future (and a couple fun virtual events!) will bolster this wonderful institution’s presence in your minds.

Gratefully, 

Greensboro Children’s Museum engages all children and families in hands-on, fun, 
learning experiences which contribute to their growth and development through 
play, creation, outdoor exploration and STEM activities.
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Marian D. King
Chief Executive Officer

 



community sustained 3

GSO at GCM!
One of the most exciting aspects of being a museum in the 
Triad is the almost limitless partnerships available accross 
a variety of industries. Two of our most beloved partners 
were instrumental in adding two brand new exhibits to the 
Museum floor in the 2019-2020 fiscal year.

the Market gets fresh
Long time Museum partner and Greensboro native, The 
Fresh Market (TFM) generously gave thier time, talent, and 
resources to revamp the Museum’s beloved Market exhibit. 
TFM’s store design team, and thier construction partners, 
created an amazing shopping space that looks and feels 
just like your local Fresh Market grocery store! With career 
connected learning elements, two brand new cash registers 
with touch screens and scanning technology, (thanks to the 
Lincoln Financial Foundation), and a completely updated 
design, little shoppers have been joyfully filling thier (tiny!)
carts with TFM snacks and grocery staples ever since. 

Our big red Volvo truck has been a highlight of GCM’s 
Transportation area ever since the big-rig rolled onto the 
Museum floor. Children and caregivers alike sat high up, 
behind the steering wheel and imagined continent crossing 
highways and rural roads laid out before them. What could 
be better? Trying your hand at (almost) the real thing! 

The Volvo Trucking team worked with local business Holt 
Environments to design and fabricate a custom Volvo truck 
simulator. Complete with a Volvo seat and steering wheel, 
and housed in a tiny version of a big truck, GCM’s new 
simulator gives you a truckers-eye-view of what its like to 
cruise America’s highways in the cab of a Volvo truck. 

little road warriors
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Reaching Greater Heights: a chapter complete
In 2014 the Greensboro Children’s Museum (GCM) board of directors 
new whatever they did next had to be big! Downtown Greensboro 
was growing, and the 15 year old Museum needed to grow with it. 
The next big thing had to be something that would secure GCM’s 
competitive position among Greensboro attractions, ensure its 
relevence to the growing community, and importantly broaden 
financial support to sustain it’s efforts for years to come. The board 
knew what they sought to do was a stretch, and stretch they did, 
Reaching Greater Heights than the Greensboro Children’s Museum had ever known. 

An aesthetic makeover was overdue for 
the Museum after it’s 15 years standing on 
downtown’s Church Street. The Museum 

Board and Staff worked with Winston-Salem 
base firm Stich Design Concepts to create 
a simpler, more modern facade. The new 
face of GCM took on bold colors; vibrant 

green, rich orange, and saturated blue, that 
gave its exterior a needed POP! Unique 
design elements such as the shadow sign 

and green umbrella became exciting focal 
points for visitors and curious passerbys. The 

new Skylink sculpture by artist, Brad Oldham, 
flanked by three signature Space Birds 

continues to be a favorite hangout for families 
as they pass in and out of the Museum. 

Thinking BIG! the next phase of 
RGH saw the installation of the new 

Outdoor Play Plaza. The two 30-foot 
XXL Climbers give the Greensboro 

skyline a run for it’s money! This new, 
vertical exhibit has thrilled children 

and adults alike. The climbers 
challenge young climbers to use thier 
bodies and problem solving skills to 
summit the towers, and traverse the 

sky tunnel and make thier way safely 
down. This addition is a major draw, 

and  has allowed the Museum to 
continue to be relevant and exciting 

to children as they grow older.

new face, new era
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Reaching Greater Heights: a chapter complete
Children grow up, and there’s nothing you 
can do about it. That becomes a problem if 
you’re a children’s museum, we only have 

so much time before children become young 
adults. With Reaching Greater Heights, 
GCM sought to expand the age range 
we attract from 0-8 to 0-11. Technology 
improvements throughout the Museum 
were an important part of this strategy, 
and culminated the third phase of RGH. 

The Museum’s newest, and most advanced 
exhibit, The Growing Place, keeps learning 

hands-on, and adds an element of the 
fantastical to play based education. It 
is a one-of-a-kind space not only for 

Greensboro but for all of North Carolina.

looking towards tomorrow

GCM Board 
begins Strategic 

Planning

$1.17M total 
pledged support

$2.87M total 
pledged support

$3.47M total 
pledged support

$3.31M total 
pledged support

$3.51M total 
pledged support

$3.56M total 
pledged support

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

XXL Climber, lobby, and 
facade construction 

begins

Water Wonders install begins

art table is delivered

A Growing Place install begins
RGH Complete

launch! phase 1 phase 2 phase 3

attendance +1%
income +12%

attendance +1%
income +15%

attendance +19%
income +10%

Cemala 
Foundation makes 

leading gift

A special thank you to Reaching Greater Heights honorary Chairs, Jackie and Steve Bell and 
continued thanks to Campaign Chairs Madeleine Dassow and Rosemary Kenerly for thier tireless effort

$3.2M pledges 
collected TD
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2019-20 financials

GCM during COVID
As COVID-19 put a halt to in-person services at the Museum the GCM 
team had to quickly figure out how they could still support learning and 
fun from a distance. 

Within weeks of our March closure the Museum staff had launched 
GCM’s virtual platform Explore (at home). This effort by the Education 
Team put out almost daily videos, blogs, and interactive activities that 
children and caregivers could enjoy at their kitchen tables. 

With summer camp fast approaching, and in-person activities looking 
more and more unlikely the Ed. Team had to pivot again. GCM Camp 
Kits expanded on the Explore (at home) platform and included daily 15-
30 minute virtual lessons with educators and an at-home kit packed with 
supplies for daily activities as varied as Ecuadorian papusa making and 
astronaut jetpack construction. 

Summer Camp Kits have lad to our current at-home effort, Little 
Explorer’s Kits. These kits, with 5-8 guided activities and enough 
additional supplies for weeks of free play and learning are designed to entertain and educate for up to a 
month. Through our partners at The Lincoln Financial Foundation and the VF Foundation we have been able to 
provide months of these kits to program partners such as the Center for New North Carolinians Thriving at Three 
program. These funders have also provided the resources for GCM to ship a fieldtrip-in-a-box. The Museum’s 
Shades of Us, inclusion and diversity field trip went out to 99 Guilford County Pre-K classrooms. 

revenues and support expenses

Admissions/Program Fees $699,832
Grants $108,783
Contributions* $428,648
Special Event Fundraising $21,920
Rentals & Sales $23,105
Total Revenues $1,282,288

Program $1,163,632
Fundraising $196,448
Admin/General $135,149
Total Expenses $1,495,229*

*Contributed income includes gifts received to the Reaching Greater 
Heights capital campaign during the year.

Admissions/Program Fees Grants
Contributions* Special Event Fundraising
Rentals & Sales

Program Fundraising Admin/General

*Includes $316,480 in depreciation



community sustained

2019-2020 annual donors
$25,000+

City of Greensboro
Lincoln Financial Foundation

North Carolina Science Museums Grant Program
Phillips Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
American Wood Solutions
Federal Heath Visual Communications
Thomas + Rose Guerrieri
Hillsdale Fund, Inc.

Piedmont Natural Gas
The Fresh Market
The Greensboro Center for Pediatric Dentistry
United Way of Greater Greensboro

$5,000 - $9,999
Russellene Angel
Bank of America
Steve + Mary Beth Cox
Ecolab Foundation
Dave + Liz Johnson
Procter & Gamble

Don Raker
SJ Edwards
Triad Financial Advisors
Wells Fargo Foundation
William Y. Preyer, Jr. Charitable Lead Unitrust

$2,500 - $4,999
Harden + Derry Blackwell
Bert + Fran Davis

Greensboro Downtown Resident’s Association
Matt + Michele Slaine

$1,000 - $2,499
1808 Capital Partners, LLC
BlueScope Foundation
Richard Bruning 
CertaPro Painters
John & Martha Chandler
Lawrence & Sandra Davis
Robert & Katherine Davis
Gary & Marion Hosey

Robert & McKinley Johnson
Jim & Marian King
Kontoor Brands
LabCorp of America
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Bob Page
Marshall & Sandy Pittman
Dean & Tracy Priddy

Tyler & Lori Richardson
Terminix Triad
The Cemala Foundation
Volvo Group of North America
Ralph & Comer Wear
Mike & Katherine Weaver
Well•Spring, A Life Plan Community
Whole Foods Market

2019-20 board of directors
Thomas J. Guerrieri,Chair

Rosemary Kenerly, Vice Chair
Skip Corneliussen, Treasurer

Alison Durham, Secretary
Bill Bullock

Bryan Clemmons
Jillian Crone
Bert Davis
Jeff Davis

Chris Heffner

Maria Hicks-Few
Clay Johnson

Robert Johnson
Matt King
Jodi Knox

Simone Langley
Michael Mahoney

Chuck Mattina
Vanessa McCutchen
Carolyn McGovern

Parrish Peddrick
Amy Pendergrass
Michele Slaine

Mary Claire Reich
Tara Thacker

Martha Thompson
Skotty Wannamaker

Meade Willis
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$500 - $999
A.G. Linett & Associates, PA
Ashley & David Anderson
Durant & Mary Katherine Bell
Kyle & Diane Cabbell
John & Jennifer Cross
Duane & Madeleine Dassow
Downtown Greensboro Inc.
Chris & Alison Durham
Bill & Charlesanna Ecker

Michael & Robin Hager
Hudson Financial Services
Agnes Hughes
Ralph & Andrea Knupp
Rodney & Simone Langley
Madix Incorporated
Ryan & Carolyn McGovern
Jim & Susan Melvin
Nexsen Pruet

Allen & Heather Oakley
Chad & Mindy Oakley
Piedmont Endodontics
Priestley Management Company
David & Claudia Reich
Freddy & Susan Robinson
David & Pam Sprinkle
Tom & Martha Stukes
Thomas & Jill White



THANK YOU!
In March of 2020, GCM was sprinting operationally, programatically, and financially towards an incredible finish to the 2019-
2020 fisal year. COVID-19 stopped that sprint in its tracks. With its doors closed to the public for over 3/4 of 2020 the Museum 
would not have survived if it wasn’t for the support and encouragement from our community. 21 years ago the community of 
Greensboro came together to build a place for children to play and explore in downtown Greensboro, years later the Museum 
is grateful to have that community behind it once again. Our COVID-19 Emergency Fund Campaign lies outside the scope of the 
2019-2020 annual report, but it doesn’t feel right waiting another year to recognize those whose gave so much during a great time 
of need. The Museum board and staff are extremely grateful to the following individuals. You raised over $165,000!

Mr. and Mrs. Abel
Danielle Adams
Hannah Adams
Karen Amos
Adam Amundson
Charles Aris
Taylor and Samantha Ashby
Lee Atkinson
Bruce Atkinson
Alexa Aycock
Judy Harvey
Jessica Bartfield
Robert Batchelor
Virginia Beard
Rima Jarrah
Carol Bednar
Steven Bednar
Mr. and Mrs. Bell
Dr. Margaret Bertrand
Stephanie Billings
John and Joyce Black
Mr. and Mrs. Black
Laura and Burns Blackwell
Eric Bland
Mrs. Patsy Bohlen
Steven Bombart
Trevor Bond
Amy Boriack
Millicent Bowman
Shannon Bradford
Joseph Brantley
Jillian Brevorka
Drs. Dora and Bruce Brodie
Joe Brower
Mr. and Mrs. Brown
Mr. David Brown
Traci Browning
Bill Bullock
Elizabeth Burns
John Capwell
Hilda Carlisle
Ms. Carlock
Nora Carr
Leila Villaverde
Sheri Chamberlin
Elodie Chamouton
Irene Chan
Charlie Chappell
Ingrid Chen McCarthy
Olivia Choplin
Marty Clare
Brian Clarida
Griselda Clark
Louann Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford
Courtney Horton
Laura Collie
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Cone
Jacqueline Connors
Carmela Cook
Abbey Cooke
Skip Corneliussen
Jean cornwell

Joshua Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Craft
Jillian Crone
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Crone
Mr. and Mrs. Cross
Jane Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Dassow
Jeffrey Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Davis
Camilla DeBoard
Jasmine DeJesus
Dr. and Mrs. Denton
Fran Despain
Camey Dillon
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Dixon
Jennifer Dlugozima
Jennifer Domingo
George Doyle
Gregory Doyle
Bill Drake
Susan Dudek
Drs. Durham
Cyndi Dyas
Mr. and Mrs. Ecker
Kendall Einbinder
Traci Ellis
Katherine Farless
N Farlow
The Fresh Market
Maria Hicks-Few
Karl B and Deborah L Fields
Mr. and Mrs. Fields
Dale Finn
Carolyn Fisch
Hannah Grannemann
The Greensboro Center for Pedi-
atric Dentistry
Mr. and Mrs. Follin
Mr. and Mrs. Fuller
Jeff Fusaiotti
Dr. Garber
Mr. and Mrs. Jim George
Len Gillespie
Faye Goode
Trey Gowdy
Melissa Goymerac
Thomas Guerrieri
Christy Gumbiner
Kevin Haddix
Mr. Hagan
Althea Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Cam Hall
Jennifer Handy
Bill and Sally Hansen
Greg Hare
Anna Hargett
Mr. Ed Harrington
Kristen Haskins
Mr. Steve Hassenfelt
Dr. Vanessa p. Haygood
Christopher Heffner
Cara Heise
Michael Herpy

Jane Hewitt
Linda Hiatt
Mary Hickling
Paige Hoffman
Frederick Hoffmann
Drs. Kevin and Kasheena Hollis
Rachel Horton
Carlyne Hovis
Dylan Hudnall
Tristan Hudnall
Dylan & Tristan Hudnall
Mr. and Mrs. Hummel
Marie Hunkele
Cecille Hunter
Lynn F Hutchins
Rachel Hydrick
Dr. and Mrs. Hyman
Mr. and Mrs. Hyman
Meredith Jackson
Kevin Jackson
Leigh Ann Janjua
Sarah Jedrey
Dr. and Mrs. John
Robert Johnson
Ercilia Jonas
Mary Jones
Corinne and Kevin Jones
Jan Jordan
Stacey Keesee
Karen Kelly
Kathleen Kelly
Jay Kenerly
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kenerly
Sara Everhart
Rebecca Klossner
Labcorp, Inc.
Linda Lael
Mr. and Mrs. LaGrega
Tina Lai
Jeffrey Lail
Dr. Lambert
Terry Le
Simone Langley
Aaron LeBauer
Brian Lee
Jane & Richard Levy
Carmen Liebkemann
Anita Lindsey
Mr. Linett
Jamey Lowdermilk
Dani Luft
Rebecca Ly
Michael Mahoney
Robert Main
Allison Mallory
Susan Marlowe
Joseph Mathen
Mr. and Mrs. McAlister
Ann Browning McCarty
Sam McClenaghan
Mike McConnell
Vanessa McCutchen
Mia McDonald

Sherry McKinney
Mrs. Sherry McKinney
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer
Catherine Monnet
Kalie Moore
Robin Moore
Linda Morris
Dr. and Mrs. Rod Mortenson
Traci Claywell
Chris Musselwhite and Robyn Ingram
Laura Myers
Nat Greene Kiwanis
Mr. Narten and Ms. Rodger
John & April Neathery
Melissa Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Newlin
Monique Nicholson
John and Catharyn Nosek
Sherry Nunnery
Heather and Alan Oakley
Mr. Oleynik
Donald Owens
Amanda Paduano
Mr. and Mrs. Parham
Crystal Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Patton
Elizabeth & Phil Payonk
Amy Pendergrass
Rachel Percival
Darris Perkins
Shawna Phelps
Edith Phillips and Lynn Haley
Nancy Pierce
Michelle Pizarro
Mr. and Mrs. Plybon
Matthew Posey
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Priddy
David Priestley
Erica Procton
Emily Quinn
Mr. Don Raker
Aaron Randall
Kerry Reaves
Mr. and Mrs. Reich
Bob Richardson
William Richardson
Thomas Rieke
Minnie Riley
John Riley
Dr. and Mrs. Justin Roberts
Erica Robinson
Andrew Rodenbough
Suzanne Rohrbaugh
Jennifer Roizen
Amanda Rose
Brian and Kendra Ross
Stephani Sackel
Mr. and Mrs. Samet
Lynn Sametz
Mr. and Mrs. Satalino
Skipper Seawell
Ilyasah Shabazz
Karen Shaver

Juliana Shealy
Molly Shina
Bellamy Shoffner
Laura Skelton
Jonathan Smith
Keith Smith
James Smutney
Ms. Soles
Theresa Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle
Mr. and Mrs. Stauffer
Jasmine Stimac
Aaron Strasser
Sara and Taylor Stroud
Lauren Taylor
Deborah Taylor
Emily Taylor
Tara Thacker
Thompson Forest Products
Martha Thompson
Norma Todd
Nancy Torkewitz
Eric Townsend
Triad Financial Advisors
Susan Trimmer
Brian Tuma
Jack Upton
Melinda van Niel
Julie VanGorden
Gretchen Velazquez
Sohale Vu
Kate Wahlberg
Rudiger Waldner
Amy Mong
Nancy Wallace
Stella Wear
Mr. and Mrs. Weaver
Dick & Kitty Wells
Erin Wenger
Mr. and Mrs. Skipper West
Judy White
Robert Wicker
James Williams
Amanda Williams
Mrs. B.J. Williams
Linda Willis and Robert Burgin
Gina Willis
Susan Wilson
Linda Wilson
Jackie Wilson
Ronnie Winn and Sandra Ridley
Lauren Winslow
Well•Spring
Tess Worth
Lisa Wright
Kathryn Wheeler
Will Yearns
Steve and Martha Yokeley
Lauren Youell
Dong Zhang




