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celebrating 20 years of growth
Dear friend of the Greensboro Children’s Museum,
Last year was another amazing year for the Greensboro Children’s Museum as we proudly celebrated our 20th
anniversary of inspiring hands-on learning through play. We are pleased to share this report of our success with
you, our friends and supporters, and show our gratitude and appreciation for your continued generosity and
ongoing support.
We saw significant growth in the number of families, school groups, and campers that visited the Museum in
2019. We proudly sold out all weeks of our summer camp, continued success with our birthday party bookings,
and more than tripled the offerings and attendees in our Cooking School. It is exciting to see the diversity and
spirit of our community reflected in the guests and visitors that we welcome as we offer an imaginative, interactive,
and creatively-inspired environment for kids of all ages to play and learn.
Committed to offering fun and inventive experiences, last year we added extra emphasis to our technology
programs. The Museum’s first First LEGO® League teams were formed and attended a local competition; our
afterschool robotics classes continued to sell out; and we added three new digital elements to Museum exhibits.
Looking ahead, we are excited to open our new immersive, digital exhibit in early 2020 to inspire more young
minds. This final phase – technology – will complete our Reaching Greater Heights capital campaign project,
which first launched in 2015 to expand the Museum with multiple signature features to strengthen our mission.
We could never provide the services and experiences we do without the dedicated partnership, investment, and
support from you – the individuals and organizations who provide us with funding, volunteers, and in-kind gifts
every year. It is both humbling and exciting at the same time to recognize the many contributors we have and
say a resounding thank you for the investment and commitment you have made to our growing and evolving
organization.
If you have not been to the Greensboro Children’s Museum lately, please come see us! We guarantee you will
see and experience something new as you delight and marvel in the excitement of children who cherish the
Museum and all it offers to our community.
Best regards,

Thomas J. Guerrieri, Jr.
Chairman, Board of Directors
2019 and 2020

Marian D. King
Chief Executive Officer

Greensboro Children’s Museum engages all children and families in hands-on, fun,
learning experiences which contribute to their growth and development through
play, creation, outdoor exploration and STEM activities.

celebrating 20 years of growth
water wonders opens
The Greensboro Children’s Museum’s (GCM)
newest indoor exhibit, Water Wonders,
opened in October 2018. The opening of
this hands-on water feature marked the
completion of phase 2 of the Museum’s
Reaching Greater Heights expansion project
and capital campaign. The objective of
Reaching Greater Heights was to open
multiple signature features to strengthen GCM’s
mission. Phase 1 was completed in summer
2017 with the addition of the Outdoor Play Plaza.
Water Wonders showcases the captivating
sensory experience of playing and controlling
water for children of all ages. Visitors can investigate concepts of volume, weight, pressure, force, bouyancy,
density and displacement, as well as make decisions, test ideas, and engage problem-solving skills.
This exhibit has quickly become one of the most frequented areas of the Museum. As visitors pass by, they
can hear squeals of excitement as children catch fish using a magnetic fishing pole or land a ball on the track
to travel up the vortex. To help keep kids dry, smocks and hand dryers are available.

“My kids absolutely love the new Water Wonders area. My kids are 7, 5 and 3. There are features in
there that each of them enjoy and the area keeps them busy for a while.”
Kristin S., GCM Member

the cooking school expands

The Cooking School at GCM has grown
from the vision for edible education set
forth in 2010 when the Museum installed
The Edible Schoolyard, a half-acre urban
teaching garden. A national movement
led by chef and food activist Alice Waters,
The Edible Schoolyard philosophy shines
through each cooking class for kids
as young as three through adulthood.
Chefs of all skill levels get hands-on in
the kitchen as they prepare seasonal,
vegetable-centric dishes and celebrate
the diversity of cooking traditions in our
community.
Over the past nine years, thousands of kids, teens, and adults have tied up their aprons to start cooking in The
Edible Schoolyard Kitchen. When The Cooking School officially launched in fall 2012, 37 children participated in
classes. With new class offerings and expanded age ranges, The Cooking School reached 905 children and
adults in 2018-19.
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celebrating 20 years of play
summer camp inspires young leaders
“One thing that stuck
with me during camp
was when one of the
guest instructors told us
to pick our passion. He
told us to pick what we
like the most and stick
with it.”
Emma, age 13

When Emma first started Iron Chef Camp at the Greensboro Children’s Museum in the summer of 2018, it was
very clear to instructors that she had a true passion for being in the kitchen. Throughout the camp, Emma and her
classmates learned advanced cooking techniques from area experts. Each day of this week-long camp, special
guests from local restaurants and catering companies visit to share their knowledge and skills. A few weeks later,
Emma participated in Baking Boot Camp. She demonstrated amazing baking abilities, but when she was put in
a group to prepare for a bake sale on the last day of camp, she learned how to start a business.
As Emma sat in camp, she learned about businesses she’d never heard of, and with each day, she grew more
and more inspired. So much so that in July 2019 she started her own baking company named Spice Girl Treats
— the same name as her group in Baking Boot Camp. Using one of her camp connections, Emma formed a
partnership with Crafted - The Art of Street Food to sell pound cake to customers. She designed a logo, social
media accounts, and marketing materials; and set prices for her sweet treats. Her whole family is involved: Mom
helps with grocery shopping and order fulfillment, Dad helps with sales reports, and her younger brother, Owen,
helps with money collection and taste-testing.
Emma is a shining example of how interest can be fostered into passion. In her
earliest years, Emma was in the kitchen with her parents and grandparents. Over
the years, she participated in cooking classes and camps including Farm Chef
Camp at GCM when she was 7 years old. All of these early experiences helped
develop Emma into a young, bright girl with an entrepreneurial spirit who puts
love into each dish she makes.
To learn more about Spice Girl Treats, please visit spicegirltreats.weebly.com.

330

summer camp
participants each
year

celebrating 20 years of play
field trip groups receive scholarships
On a typical weekday morning, school
buses line North Church Street in front of
the Museum carrying excited kids eager to
play and learn. On average, 270 school
groups visit each year from North Carolina
and Virginia. Groups participate in trips
focused on topics ranging from financial
literacy to food education. All field trips are
designed to meet NC Essential Standards
and Core Curriculum.
Thanks to generous donors, select schools
receive scholarships to visit at no cost,
including Guilford County Title I schools.
These schools typically have a large concentration of low-income students. In 2018-19, scholarships were
awarded to 2,419 students, teachers and parents from 44 schools.
Further, Capital Bank and Lincoln Financial Foundation invested in the Museum by incorporating financial literacy
throughout exhibits for field trip visitors and beyond. In April 2019, Capital Bank employees worked in exhibits providing
services as students spent “money” purchasing goods. Additionally, Lincoln Financial Foundation funded the purchase
of new technology pieces in late spring — a digital cash register in The Market and a digital travel game in Imagination Sta-

“Our students had so much fun and got to experience many new and unique things. Most of these
students have never been on a field trip before.”
Kristen B., Gateway Education Center

gcm lego league jr. teams compete
In January 2019, the Greensboro Children’s
Museum expanded its STEM programming
with First LEGO® League Jr. for ages 8-10.
Twelve children participated in this 12-week
afterschool series, making up two teams,
who represented the Museum at its first
expo on March 16, 2019.
Class participants took on the Mission
Moon Challenge, applying knowledge
about the moon to build a Moon Base with
LEGO WeDo 2.0 technology. Kids worked
together to learn coding and robotics
curriculum and build a creation to present
to judges in and around Greensboro.

The Space Voyagers (Team 1) won the Master Programming Award and Apollo 53 (Team 2) won the Innovative
Programming Award.
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celebrating 20 years of community
the gala 2019
The Gala, formerly the Green Acres Gala, brings together local
chefs, eateries, breweries, and distilleries — all in support of the
Greensboro Children’s Museum. This year’s Gala was held in
celebration of the Museum’s 20th birthday.
More than 450 guests supported The Gala 2019, along with 22
food and beverage vendors. The Greensboro Center for Pediatric
Dentistry served as presenting sponsor for the eighth year in a
row. Guests went fishing for ducks to win a Schiffman’s necklace,
bid ferociously on our mobile auction, purchased poppers at
the Triad Advisors’ Giving Tree, and enjoyed delicious samples
of food and drinks. Our community’s generosity helped raise
$121,808 to support learning through play at GCM.

2018-19 financials
revenues and support
14%

expenses

2%

13%

12%

17%

58%
75%
9%

Admissions/Program Fees Grants
Contributions*
Contributions
Admissions/Program Fees
Grants
Special Event Fundraising Rentals & Sales
Rentals/Sales
Special Events

Admissions/Program Fees
Grants
Contributions*
Special Event Fundraising
Rentals & Sales
Total Revenues

$858,714
$128,957
$255,973
$213,013
$35,972
$1,492,629

*Contributed income includes gifts received to the Reaching
Greater Heights capital campaign during the year.

Program

Program

Fundraising

Fundraising

Program
Fundraising
Admin/General
Total Expenses

Admin/General

Admin/General

$1,251,667
$204,199
$206,235
$1,662,101

celebrating 20 years of community
2018-19 board of directors
Thomas J. Guerrieri,Chair
Rosemary Kenerly, Vice Chair
Skip Corneliussen, Treasurer
Alison Durham, Secretary
Bill Bullock
Bryan Clemmons
Jillian Crone
Bert Davis
Jeff Davis
Chris Heffner

Maria Hicks-Few
Clay Johnson
Robert Johnson
Matt King
Jodi Knox
Simone Langley
Michael Mahoney
Chuck Mattina
Vanessa McCutchen
Carolyn McGovern

Parrish Peddrick
Amy Pendergrass
Michele Slaine
Sarah Solomon
Tara Thacker
Martha Thompson
Skotty Wannamaker
Meade Willis

2018-19 annual donors
champions $25,000+
Capital Bank
City of Greensboro
Lincoln Financial Foundation

North Carolina Science Museums Grant Program
Phillips Foundation
The VF Foundation

heroes $10,000 - $24,999
The Fresh Market

The Greensboro Center for Pediatric Dentistry

super stars $5,000 - $9,999
Arch Mortgage Insurance
Mary Beth and Steve Cox
Got You Floored
Thomas J. Guerrieri, Jr.
Anita and Mark Hyman
Liz and Dave Johnson

Don Raker
SJ Edwards Foundation
Triad Financial Advisors
Volvo Group of North America
Wells Fargo Foundation
William Y. Preyer, Jr. Charitable Lead Unitrust

partners $2,500 - $4,999
Action Greensboro
EcoLab Foundation
Lincoln Financial Group
Timothy and Tia Opyd
Piedmont Natural Gas
Schiffman’s

The Cemala Foundation
Triad Kids Dental
Triad Tech Services
Wake Forest Football
Younger Furniture

best friends $1,000 - $2,499
1808 Capital Partners, LLC
Ashley and David Anderson
Art by TJM
Beacon Management, Inc
Stephanie and Patrick Billings
Derry and Harden Blackwell
The Bruning Family
Martha and John Chandler
Charles Aris, Inc.
Clifford & Harris, PLLC
Cone Health
Sandra and Lawrence Davis
Fran and Bert Davis
Katherine and Robert Davis
Carolyn Fisch

Dale Frederiksen and Bob Page
Greensboro Airport Rotary Club
Greensboro Day School
Greensboro Downtown Residents’
Association
Greensboro Pediatricians
Hodnett Cooper Vacation Rentals
Debbie and Rusty Hoffman
Kasheena and Kevin Hollis
Hudson Financial Services
McKinley and Robert Johnson
Marian and Jim King
Lake Jeanette Swim and Tennis
Simone and Rodney Langley
LeBauer Allergy and Asthma

Carolyn and Ryan McGovern
Mitchell, Bartlett & Bell, DDS, MS, LLC
Katie and Josh Myers
New Home Building Supply Co.
The Oral Surgery Institute of the Carolinas
Polliwogs
Rental Works
Lori and Tyler Richardson
Michele and Matt Slaine
Terminix Triad
Leslye and Marshall Tuck
Katherine and Mike Weaver
Well·Spring, A Life Plan Community
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reaching greater heights20
donors
cont.
celebrating
years
1987 vision

Businessman and retired builder Jerry Hyman notices a brochure
for Exploratorium, a science museum, during a layover at San
Francisco International Airport. It sparks the idea to create a
museum geared toward children in Greensboro. Hyman spends
the next several years visiting other children’s museums and asking
friends and relatives to bring him children’s museum brochures
from their own travels.

1994 planning

Hyman approaches civic leader Cynthia Doyle about pulling together
a team to study the feasibility of a children’s museum and spearhead
fundraising. Hyman himself donates a building, the old Montgomery
Ward store at 232 S. Elm St. (now Triad Stage), for the project.
In1996, Cynthia Doyle draws from her extensive volunteer experience and organizational skills to pull together a group of alumni from
the Leadership Greensboro Program to form a steering committee. This group, led by Doyle, launches a 3-year capital campaign
committee and solicited contributions from more than 650 individuals and businesses.

1998 opportunity

The proposed Children’s Museum obtains new quarters when P. David Brown, president of Gate City Motor Co., offers a 50,000-square-foot
building on a 3.17-acre lot on Church Street across from the Greensboro Public Library. According to a 1998 News & Record article,
the property sold for $1.5 million — $1.2 million of it covered by the Joseph M. Bryan Foundation, the rest by Gate City Motor Co.

1999 opening

On May 15, 1999, The Greensboro Children’s Museum opens. The
total price tag: approximately $4.6 million. The original exhibit galleries
included Transportation, Manufacturing, Bubbles, Our World, Early
Childhood, and a gallery for traveling exhibits.

2006 milestones

GCM welcomes its millionth visitor, 3-year-old Alex Henson of High Point.

2010 growth

Under the leadership of board member Melanie Soles, The Edible
Schoolyard opens. The Greensboro Children’s Museum is the first children’s
museum to be a founding program of The Edible Schoolyard Project,
based on chef and author Alice Waters’ original program in Berkeley,
California.

2015- expansion

Reaching Greater Heights Campaign is launched with a $3 million goal to add new areas and refurbish several existing exhibits. New
areas include an outdoor Play Plaza with state-of-the-art climbers, outdoor patio classroom, installation of public art, new family snack
area, nursing room, interactive interior water feature and technology stations. Renovated areas include the main entrance and lobby,
refurbished restrooms and gift shop area, and new Neptune Lobby. Madeleine Dassow and Rosemary Kenerly, board members,
served as Campaign Co-Chairs. Jackie and Steve Bell served as Honorary Chairs. This campaign will be completed in spring 2020.

